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5 – 6 November 2026 · Mannheim, Germany

ZEW is pleased to announce its 11th Conference on the Economics of Innovation and Patenting. The aim of 
the conference is to present novel research and to stimulate discussion among international researchers. 
Theoretical and empirical contributions from all areas of the economics of innovation and patenting are 
welcome. A non-exhaustive list of topics is given below:

DRIVERS OF INNOVATION
»	Climate change, energy transition and innovation
»	Economic crises, geopolitics and innovation
»	Corporate governance and innovation
»	Corporate culture and innovation

DIGITALISATION, AI AND DATA
»	(Generative) AI and innovation
»	AI adoption and firm performance
»	Data, digitalisation and innovation

HUMAN CAPITAL AND INNOVATION
»	Inventor mobility, innovation and productivity
»	Migration and innovation
»	Remote work and innovation
»	Skills, organisational change and AI

R&D AND INNOVATION POLICY
»	Tax incentives and subsidies for R&D
»	Reforms of the international patent system
»	Public procurement and innovation
»	Industrial policy and mission-oriented innovation

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS
»	IPR strategies (patents, trademarks, copyrights)
»	Markets for technology (licensing, patent trade)
»	Standards, patent pools and SEPs
»	IPR and AI

FINANCING INNOVATION
»	Venture Capital and crowdfunding
»	Banking system and innovation financing
»	Impact of changes in financial market regulation

SCIENCE AND COLLABORATION
»	Open innovation and co-creation
»	Industry-science linkages
»	Knowledge spillovers and technology diffusion
»	AI and scientific discovery

INNOVATION AND PERFORMANCE
»	Returns to innovation and growth
»	Innovation and employment
»	Innovation, competition and international trade
»	Innovation, resilience and firm performance

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 
» Fabian Gaessler (Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona)
» Matt Marx (Cornell SC Johnson College of Business and NBER)
» �Valentina Tartari (House of Innovation, Stockholm School of Economics and Copenhagen Business School)

SUBMISSION
Interested researchers are invited to submit a paper in PDF format to innopat2026@zew.de.

DATES AND DEADLINES
Submission deadline: 7 August 2026
Notifications of acceptance: 4 September 2026
Registration deadline: 31 October 2026
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CONFERENCE FEE
The conference fee is €200 (PhD students pay a reduced fee of €100). This covers lunches, coffee and bever-
ages, the conference dinner and the conference package. A limited number of travel grants will be available 
(preferably for PhD students and young researchers). The organising committee will gladly provide you with 
further details on request. Presenters may be asked to discuss another paper. Further information about the 
conference will be made available at www.zew.de/innovation-patenting2026. 

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
» Michael Andrews (University of Maryland, Baltimore County)
» Suma Athreye (Indian Institute of Technology Delhi)
» Benjamin Balsmeier (University of Luxembourg)
» María E. Rochina Barrachina (University of Valencia)
» Dirk Czarnitzki (KU Leuven and ZEW)
» Alberto Galasso (University of Toronto)
» Bernhard Ganglmair (ZEW, MaCCI and University of Mannheim)
» Christoph Grimpe (Copenhagen Business School)
» Christian Helmers (Santa Clara University and KU Leuven)
» Hanna Hottenrott (ZEW and Technical University of Munich)
» Can Huang (Zhejiang University, Hangzhou)
» Katrin Hussinger (University of Luxembourg)
» Georg Licht (ZEW and MaCCI, Mannheim)
» Jorge Lemus (University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign)
» Andrea Mina (Sant’Anna School of Advanced Studies Pisa)
» Pierre Mohnen (UNU-MERIT and Maastricht University)
» Fabio Montobbio (Università Cattolica Del Sacro Cuore, Milan)
» Elisabeth Müller (IÉSEG School of Management)
» Lorenzo Palladini (Stockholm School of Economics)
» Bettina Peters (ZEW, MaCCI and University of Luxembourg)
» Maikel Pellens (KU Leuven)
» Emilio Raiteri (Eindhoven University of Technology)
» Gaétan de Rassenfosse (EPFL Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Lausanne)
» Mark Roberts (Pennsylvania State University and NBER)
» Andrew A. Toole (Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta)
» Markus Trunschke (Hoover Institution at Stanford University)
» Van Anh Vuong (Maastricht University)
» Lucy Wang (University of Massachusetts Amherst)

LOCAL ORGANISING COMMITTEE
» Hanna Hottenrott (ZEW and Technical University of Munich)
» Bettina Peters (ZEW and University of Luxembourg)
» Alexander Ehrlich (ZEW and Technical University of Munich)
» Leon Steines (ZEW and Technical University of Munich)

CONTACT
ZEW – Leibniz Centre for European Economic Research 
Research Unit “Economics of Innovation and Industrial Dynamics”
P.O. Box 10 34 43 · 68034 Mannheim · Germany 
Phone: +49 621 1235-194; -197
E-Mail: innopat2026@zew.de
Internet: www.zew.de/innovation-patenting2026
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